The Network Newsletter – ebulletin 53, 14 June 2010  
Events

Events have been added to the Courses & Events pages on The Network website – see: http://www.seapn.org.uk/events/.
NB there is a RSS feed on this page, which means that you could be automatically alerted to new events, courses and conferences as they are added!
In addition, this is the start of 

Refugee Week 2010 
http://www.refugeeweek.org.uk/ 
Enquiries
Foreign language book downloads
CILIP has asked if anyone can help with this enquiry:

“Can you tell me if there are any companies in the UK doing foreign language book downloads? We currently rent Polish and Portuguese books from Bright Books and were thinking of other ways to supply this material.”
If you know of any sources, please could you let me know (john@nadder.org.uk) and I’ll summarise for a future Ebulletin.

Working with small communities of new arrivals in rural areas
On a course this week, we had a discussion about good practice in working with small, scattered communities of new arrivals – if anyone would like to share their experience, please let me know (john@nadder.org.uk), and, again, I’ll summarise in a future Ebulletin. 
Funding & Opportunities
Awards for Bridging Cultures 
http://www.bridgingcultures.org.uk/ 

“The Awards for Bridging Cultures … [were] created to promote the work of the many organisations across the UK that promote intercultural dialogue. Funded by the Baring Foundation, the awards scheme gives cash prizes for projects that successfully build trust and respect between people from different cultures.”

The deadline for applications is Monday 13 September 2010.
Tackling social exclusion – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government 

State of the nation report: poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency in the UK
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/410872/web-poverty-report.pdf. 

Major new report, setting out a comprehensive assessment of poverty in the UK in 2010. 
NB Fuller assessment to appear in The Network Newsletter.

Muslim prisoners’ experiences: a thematic review
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/Muslim%20prisoners'%20thematic%202010%20FINAL.pdf 

(Source: IRR Weekly Digest 11 June)

New report from the Chief Inspector of Prisons.

“There are around 10,300 Muslims in prisons in England and Wales: a number that has been growing steadily over recent years. There has been considerable public focus on them as potential extremists and on prisons as the place where they may become radicalised, often through conversion – even though fewer than 1% are in prison because of terrorist-related offences.

This report looks at the actual experience and perceptions of Muslim prisoners – using prisoner surveys and inspection reports over a three-year period, and supplementing this with in-depth interviews with a representative sample of 164 Muslim men in eight prisons and interviews with the Muslim chaplains there.”
Tackling social exclusion – Other Agencies

 Equality, entitlements and localism
http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=757
Available to download from this weblink (you can opt to register with ippr if you wish), this interesting paper begins to outline the challenges we face to localise services whilst, at the same time, tackling social exclusion. It uses the Barnet “Easy Council” model as an example of what could happen …

Strengthening family wellbeing and community cohesion through the role of schools and extended services

http://www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/schools/familywellbeing/files/family_wellbeing_research_review.pdf 

This new report from C4EO “summarises the best available evidence that will help service providers to improve services and, ultimately, outcomes for children, young people and their families.”
Chatabout resources
(Source: email from The Reading Agency)

Chatabout is the “new national network to support the growing number of reading groups for adults with literacy needs” (see: http://www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/chatabout/).

They have just launched an online list of publishers, stockists and resources recommended by Chatabout members and libraries – see: http://delicious.com/chatabout. 
Daniel Dorling – Injustice
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847424266& 
Important new title from Policy Press – see further details (and my review) at above weblink. 
Health issues – Other Agencies 
Education, basic skills and health-related outcomes: research report
http://www.nrdc.org.uk/download2.asp?f=4674&e=pdf
(Source: NFER ontheweb, May 2010)

 “This report investigates the effects of individuals’ [literacy, numeracy and ICT] skills on wider outcomes related to health, particularly behaviours towards smoking, drinking, and body weight.

Disability issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government
Roadmap 2025
http://www.odi.gov.uk/docs/res/annual-report/roadmap-full.pdf 
(Source: NFER ontheweb, May 2010)

This report from the Office for Disability Issues “sets out how government departments are working towards disability equality by 2025”.
Migration issues - News
ICAR
http://www.icar.org.uk/12428/icar-runnymede-trust/icar-fundraising-appeal.html
Many of you will have drawn on ICAR’s research and resources to support work with refugees and asylum-seekers. Sadly, their host institution can no longer support ICAR – there is more information about this, and their appeal for funding, at the above weblink. 
“Too Much Trouble by Tom Avery has won the Frances Lincoln Diverse Voices Award 2010!”
http://franceslincoln.co.uk/Diverse%20Voices 
(Source: refed – see: http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm)

 “The judges described Too Much Trouble as ‘an Oliver Twist for our times’. The contemporary adventure story is a dramatic page-turner about Emmanuel and Prince, two brothers who fall in with a gang of pickpockets when their family abandons them. Fast paced and full of tension, it explores big issues such as illegal immigration, what makes a family and the ethical dilemmas surrounding crimes committed for survival.”
Look out for its publication …

Cities of Sanctuary
http://www.cityofsanctuary.org.uk/cities
The current list is at this weblink – and, from mid-June, Wakefield too (see: http://www.cityofsanctuary.org.uk/node/735).

Migration issues – Libraries, Museums and Archives 
“The V&A through the eyes of refugees”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/jun/09/victoria-and-albert-museum-refugee-tours
(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Article by Felicity Heywood, describing how, to celebrate Refugee Week, guides from Rwanda, Burma, Somali, Sudan and Uganda will take visitors through the museum using objects on display to tell their stories as they go.

Migration issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

UK NARIC
http://www.naric.org.uk/
(Source: email from Simon Wallace)

“UK NARIC [is] the National Agency responsible for providing information, advice and expert opinion on vocational, academic and professional skills and qualifications from over 180 countries worldwide.”
Migration issues – Other Agencies 
Education, asylum and the ‘non-citizen’ child: the politics of compassion and belonging
http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?pid=279123
(Source: refed – see: http://www.refugeeeducation.co.uk/mailing.htm)

“This book draws on 10 years of empirical research to assess for the first time the politics of compassion and belonging associated with immigration policy and its impact on the education system in the UK. The authors expose major tensions between restrictive asylum policies and responses by schools and local government to the presence of asylum seeking and refugee children. They reveal a compassionate professionalism amongst teachers and an emergent ‘new politics’ which challenges the forcible removal by government of children to detention centres and the deportation of families ...
This book is essential reading for courses on children’s rights, equality and migration studies and for teachers and other professionals in the field of refugee education, immigration and community and social work.”

NB charged-for publication
The worst of the worst
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/WoW/2010/WorstOfTheWorst2010.pdf 

(Source: ICAR weekly asylum update, 9 June)

“Freedom House has prepared this report as a companion to our annual survey on the state of global political rights and civil liberties, Freedom in the World.” See also: http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=505.  
No going back: lesbian and gay people and the asylum system
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/what_we_do/2583.asp
(scroll down to this title, then click to download)

(Source: ICAR weekly asylum update, 9 June)

New report from Stonewall, which looks at the background to lesbians’ and gay men’s claims for asylum, runs through the process they face on trying to gain entry to the UK, and makes recommendations for the UKBA.

The future is now …
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/The_Future_is_Now_low_res.pdf 
(Source: NFER ontheweb, May 2010)

New report from Save the Children, which looks at education for children in countries affected by conflict. 
Talk To Your Baby Quick Tips now available bilingually in 13 languages
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/talk_to_your_baby/resources/418_quick_tips_available_bilingually_in_13_languages
Quick tips for parents and practitioners to help children develop good talking and listening skills.

Broader issues – Government, Government Agencies and Local Government

The Big Society
http://www.thebigsociety.net/?m=201005
Nat Wei (Executive Chair) has posted on their blog some discussion around the three key ideas at the heart of The Big Society idea: the neighbourhood group; citizen-centred services; community benefit and “the Reef” (an analogy likening services to the seabed and coral reefs).
In addition:

Civic streets: the Big Society in action
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Civic_Streets_-_web.pdf?1275853746  
(Source: National Youth Agency eYPU Issue 306, 09 June 2010)

Max Wind-Cowie has written this report (as part of the Progressive Conservatism Project). Taking two estates in Birmingham, he looks at “the successes of the two estates, places their achievements within the context of other community regeneration projects and programmes that have been less successful or more expensive, and builds on the advice and experience of people working in these estates to outline how government might encourage similar programmes elsewhere … We also look at the conditions that are necessary, but by no means sufficient, for creating the bedrock of the ‘Big Society’ in deprived neighbourhoods.”
There’s a critique on Kevin Harris’s “Neighbourhoods” blog – see: http://neighbourhoods.typepad.com/neighbourhoods/2010/06/new_old_narrative_for_community_regeneration.html. 
Broader issues – Other Agencies 
“Gay equality can't yet be claimed a western value, but it is a human right”
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/jun/07/racism-islamophobia-homophobia-far-right 

(Source: email from Bill Bolloten)

Excellent, thought-provoking article by Gary Younge – “The far right's use of homophobia as a stick with which to beat Islam is symptomatic of a broader confusion.”[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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